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MEDIA RELEASE
July 13, 1987
UM PROFESSOR W INS D IS T IN G U IS H E D  SE R V IC E  AWARD;
ANOTHER W INS D IS T IN G U IS H E D  RESEARCH AWARD
M ISSO ULA —
University of Montana economics Professor Richard Barrett 
has won the 1987 Distinguished Service Award, and UM chemistry 
Professor Walter Hill has received this year's Distinguished 
Research Award.
Barrett and Hill were nominated by their departments for the 
$1,000 awards, which they received at UM's June 2 awards banquet. 
The Faculty Development Committee chose Barrett, and the Research 
and Creative Activities Committee chose Hill.
Barrett, who joined UM's faculty in 1970, has been on the 
College Executive Committee and the executive committee of the 
Environmental Studies Program. He was president of the 
University Teachers' Union for three terms and is now its chief 
negotiator.
A member of the Governor's Economic Development Council, 
Barrett has written three reports for the Montana Department of 
Commerce on the state’s economic development. He's also 
organized several state conferences, including ones on the state 
of faculty in higher education and on new directions for Montana 
economic development.
Barrett, who was a Peace Corps volunteer from 1964 to
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1966 in Colombia, holds three economics degrees: a 1972
doctorate and a 1970 master's degree from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison and a 1964 bachelor's degree from Swarthmore 
College.
Hill, who has been on UM's faculty since 1969, specializes 
in physical biochemistry and molecular biology. Over the years 
he has received many grants, the majority of them concerning 
research on ribosomes -- minute particles made up of ribonucleic 
acid and proteins.
Last October Hill landed a particularly large grant for 
research in that area. The National Institutes of Health gave 
him more than $226,000 for the three-year study "Probing 
Ribosomal Function."
Hill received a doctorate in biophysics in 1967 and a 
master's degree in physics in 1964 from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison and a bachelor's degree in physics in 1961 
from Brigham Young University. In 1968-69 he was a postdoctoral 
fellow at Oregon State University and in 1978-79 was the 
associate dean of UM's graduate school.
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